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MISCELLA.1NE0US ANTIQUITIES. 

Lord James Butler exhibited a drawing of a diamond ring found some 
years since in digging the foundation of a house in Cowley-place, Cir- 
cular Road, Dublin. Under a thin diamond was a piece of dark- 
coloured silk, which was supposed, as stated by the inscription round 
the hoop, to contain a drop of the blood of James II. The inscription, 
in gold letters on blue enamel, was as follows : — "le. sang, miraculeux. 
DU. B. I. 2d" — the miraculous Hood of King James the 2d. The ring 
is at present in the possession of a person of humble rank in Dublin. 

The Dean of Ossory deposited in the museum several specimens of 
ancient swords. One, a large broad-sword, apparently of foreign make, 
had been found in the Boyne near the site of the famous battle ; it 
might possibly be referred to the Walloon Horse in WiUiam's army. 
The other weapons consisted of a small three-edged sword ; a fine ra- 
pier with the inscription, "saa. gum. en. Toledo," on the blade, in Roman 
capitals; a good specimen of the basket-hilted broad-sword, which 
apparently had been injured by fire ; and, lastly, a most exquisite speci- 
men of the same weapon, the hilt of which was elaborately inlaid with 
various patterns in brass, and also bore in that metal in large Roman 
capitals the following inscription, " John, allan. Stirling, fecit," with 
a date, 1731, inscribed in smaller and more modern characters. Of 
the blade only a portion, one foot five inches long, remained. This 
sword was connected with the fight of Fontenoy, having been borne at 
that battle by Scipio Duroure, Colonel of the 12th regiment of foot, 
and Adjutant General of the British forces, at the instant when he was 
mortally wounded by a cannon ball, which at the same time broke the 
blade. The following lines are inscribed on a monument erected to the 
memory of Colonel Duroure in the cloisters of Westminster Abbey : — 
" To Scipio Duroure, Esq., Adjutant General of the British Forces, 
Colonel of tJis Twelfth Regiment of Foot, and Captain or Keeper of his 
Majesty's Castle of St. Mans in Cornwall ; who after forty -one years' 
faithful services was mortally wounded at the battle of Fontenoy, and 
died on the \^th day of May in the year 1745, aged 66 years, and lies 
interred on the Ramparts of Aeth, in the Low Countries. This marble 
is inscribed by Francis Duroure, son of the above named Scipio, as a 
testimony of filial piety, and grateful respect." Scipio Duroure, the 
fifth in descent from Jean Duroure, D'Aubenas en Vivarais, married, in 
1713, Margueritte des Vignoles; and during his military services was 
present at the battles of Hockstead, Ramellies, Oudenarde, and Mal- 
plaquet, and at the siege of South Lewen, Ostend, Lisle, Tournay, 
Mons, St. Venant, and Bouchain — besides the, to him, fatal battle of 
Pontenoy. He also acted for 14 years as brigade major, in Scot- 
land, with an inspection over the Highland companies, and the 
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detachments employed to work at the mihtary roads there under General 
Wade, at which period he most probably became possessed of this fine 
specimen of the Highland broad-sword. 

Mr. T. Jekylle, Ballygub, exhibited to the Society a sword which was 
traditionally said to have belonged to the last Baron of Clnan or Clona- 
mery, and had been preserved by a family named Sinnot, one of whom 
was a servant to the Baron, and attended him at the battle of Aughrim, 
where he (the Baron) was killed fighting for King James. Sinnot 
brought off the sword, and his family had always carefully preserved it, 
till recently, when his granddaughter, an extremely old woman, gave it 
into the keeping of Mr. E. Butler, of Inistioge, by whose permission 
this curious relic of an ancient family is for the present deposited in 
the museum of the Society. 

The Eev. Philip Moore communicated a traditional incident respect- 
ing the death of Edward Fitzgerald, the last Baron of Cluan ; it was to the 
effect that after he fell at Aughrim, his war-horse actually found its way 
home to the stable-gate of Cluan, and the animal's appearance without a 
rider, conveyed the first intimation to the family of the fate of its owner 
and the loss of the battle. 

The Eev. James Mease exhibited a very interesting example of the glo- 
bular variety of the ancient hand-bell, or crotal, which had been 
entrusted to him for exhibition by Mrs. Hely, of EUenville, Johnstown. 
It was exactly similar to that engraved by Dr. Petrie (Dublin Penny 
Journal, Vol. I., p. 376). It had been found in a turf bog near Ur- 
lingford, and bore on the bottom the letters W.E. Mr. Mease said 
that Dr. Petrie considered this variety of the ancient crotal to have 
served as a sheep-bell, and not to be of more ancient date than the 17th 
century. But there seemed to be nothing about the specimen exhibited 
which would prevent its being assigned to an earlier date. On this 
subject may be consulted an interesting paper by Mr. Cooke, in the 
fourth volume of the Proceedings of the Eoyal Irish Academy. 

The Eev. Mr. Graves exhibited a MS. Missal of the fourteenth 
century, beautifully executed on vellum. It still preserved the original 
binding, which consisted of oak boards covered with stamped leather. 
The capital letters were beautifully illuminated in the peculiar style of the 
period to which it belonged. What made it more interesting to the 
Society was, that it was connected with the locality by an entry, in a 
later hand, inserted in the calendar under the twelfth of the calends 
(the 21st) of May, to the following effect : — " Obiit dns Nicholaus 
Power, 1570, quondam subdecanus comunae anise Kilkenise." "Sub- 
decanus" must here mean " Dean's Vicar." On the fly-leaf the follow- 
ing entries are also to be found : — 

"Ano. Dni. M.CCCCC.XL. and the xix of the monet of Julius the 
king of ynglond was crid king of yrland. 

" Ano Dni. M.CCCCC.XLVI. The pess was crid betwixt the king of 
yngland and the frenc kyng upon Snt Sampsone's day. 

" Patricius Purcell." 
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This contemporary memorandum fixes the date of the proclamation, 
probably in Kilkenny, of two remarkable events in the reign of Henry 
VIII., namely, his assumption by Act of Parliament of the title of 
King, instead of Lord of Ireland; and of the peace between him 
and Trancis I. of France. St. Sampson's day was July 28. 

Mr. John F. Shearman exhibited several antiquities, found in the 
Bregagh river. Amongst them was a hawk's bell of bronze, and several 
bronze or brass needles and pins of various sizes. Also a small chased 
gold ring, which sliowed remains of enamel. On the inside of the hoop 
was engraved the motto — " Absence is a grefe" The ring might pro- 
bably be referred to the reign of Elizabeth. 

Mr. J. G. Robertson exhibited two Kilkenny tokens, one of which 
bore on the obverse the legend, "Kilkenny peny," with the City arms — 
on the reverse, in the exergue, " foe the pooee ;" in the centre, " c. k. 
1659." The other, which appears to be unique, also bore on the ob- 
verse the City arms, with the inscription, " fok y' vse & conveniencie" 
— on the reverse, in the exergue, " of the inhabitants," and in the 
centre, "* 16 * Kilkenny hapenny * 77 *" The word "hapenny" 
seems to have been stamped on the coin after it was minted. 



ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. 
NO. L 

GRANT Ol' AKMS TO THE SMITHS, OF DAMAGH. 

The of&cial exemplification of the original Patent of Arms granted 
to the family of Smith, of Damagh, County of Kilkenny, was presented 
to the Society by Richard Smithwick, Esq., J.P. The document is on 
vellum, and exhibits the arms emblazoned in their proper colours, to- 
gether with a rich illuminated border. The seal of Sir Richard Carney, 
Knt., Ulster King of Arms, is appended, enclosed in a tin case. The 
certificates which are set out as adjuncts to the Patent are, first, that of 
Lady Elizabeth Preston, wife to the great Duke of Ormonde ; second, 
of the Duke himself; third, of the second Duke and his Duchess, Mary 
of Nassau ; and, fourth, of the second Duke singly. The last is par- 
ticularly interesting as referring to the preservation of the valuable 
records at present deposited in the Evidence Chamber, Kilkenny Castle, 
and which are indispensable to the illustration of Irish history. The 
Smith family has ceased to exist in the County of Kilkenny for nearly a 
century, though descendants of the first of the name who came thither 
from England, are to be found scattered elsewhere. The old mansion 
of Damagh has long been a ruin, and a portion of it at present forms a 
farm-house; but in the romantically situated burying-ground of St. 



